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GROWING GOOD

We love the Greek proverb that says: “A society 
grows great when old men plant trees whose 
shade they know they shall never sit in.”  That 
type of powerful thinking and foresight by 
our donors is what has allowed the LaGrange 
County Community Foundation to transform 
into the organization we are today.  

The generosity of our donors, since our 
beginning in 1991, has allowed us to help 
create beautiful parks for families, assist 
hundreds of students attending college, 
provide countless educational opportunities 
for school-age youth and support efforts to 
transform our community into a place that we 
all love.  

In 2017, with your support, our community 
foundation continued the path of growth, 
leadership and philanthropy. In the pages of 
this book, you will find a few of the highlights 
and exciting moments for the year. We wished 
a happy retirement to our longtime leader 
and friend, Laura Lemings; honored leaders in 
volunteerism; and invested nearly $500,000 in 
our wonderful community. 

Thank you, to all of you, who have supported 
our mission and trusted that what you 
donated to the foundation would grow into 
something great; because it has.

Looking into the future together as a 
foundation and community, we will take 
the opportunity to plant a tree for another 
generation to sit beneath but today, we 
THANK YOU for the shade that you have 
already provided.

TO OUR DONORS:  
THANKS TO YOU, WE SIT IN THE SHADE

Sincerely, 

George Brown
George Brown
Board President

Jennifer Tuttle
Jennifer Tuttle
Executive Director
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GROWING GOOD

MILESTONES  
& MEMORIES

 FEBRUARY

06
  MARCH 

31
  MAY

30
Food and Clothes Basket of 
LaGrange County receives 
We Give Thanks award

The 2016 We Give Thanks 
Challenge, which so many generous 
donors support, was awarded to 
the Clothes and Food Basket of 
LaGrange County at the beginning 
of the year. The grant supports 
ongoing efforts to help families in 
our community who need a helping 
hand.

Laura Lemings retires  
as Executive Director  
after 15 years of service

After 15 years at the helm, our  
longtime director retired to a 
new and exciting phase of life. 
During her tenure, Laura provided 
leadership throughout the 
community, helped the foundation 
double its asset size, and brought 
new partners to the foundation. 

LaGrange County high 
school seniors receive 
$38,050 in scholarships

Graduating seniors in LaGrange 
County schools received 51 awards 
for post-secondary education. 
These scholarships are only possible 
with the generous support of YOU! 
Our donors helped 25 graduating 
seniors take a step toward their 
dreams.



  JULY	

22
  NOVEMBER

17
  DECEMBER

13
Franky Sherman 4-H 
Building Fund honors  
4-H legend & leader

To honor a man who meant so 
much to the LaGrange County 
4-H community, supporters gave 
more than $100,000 to build a new 
show pavilion in memory of Franky 
Sherman. The memorial fund was 
announced during the LaGrange 
County 4-H Fair Auction, netting more 
than $50,000 in one day.

Matching grant supports 
LaGrange County kids who 
need a helping hand

LCCF pledged a $10,000 matching 
grant to support students in 
LaGrange County who are food 
insecure. With our match to 
donations received from the Power 
of the Purse event hosted by the LC 
Chamber, Boomerang Backpacks 
and Blessings in a Backpack helped 
students for an entire school year.

Arianna Smith receives 
the 37th Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarship

We surprised Lakeland High School 
senior Arianna Smith of Howe with 
a full-tuition scholarship to attend 
the Indiana college of her choice. 
Arianna plans to attend Purdue 
University to study computer 
science, along with her twin sister, 
Kiara, a finalist for the same award.
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PROGRAMS & INITIATIVES

2017 COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
LAKELAND HIGH SCHOOL
Brian Evans Memorial  
Scholarship
	 Jenna Ferguson
Bricker Memorial Scholarship
	 Michaella Burchett
Bruce Brown Memorial  
Scholarship 
	 Michaella Burchett
Chase E. Scott Memorial  
Football Scholarship
	 Hunter Clawson
Craig D. and Ronda S. Neff  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Chloe Long
Hardin Memorial Scholarship
	 Summer Poe
Holly Petersen Memorial  
Science Scholarship
	 Chloe Long 
H.O.P.E. Nursing Scholarship
	 Darrian Combs
Judy Gage-Keenan  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Darrian Combs
L.I.F.E. Scholarship
	 Brittany Linn
Lambright Leadership Scholarship
	 Chloe Long
Lambright Leadership Scholarship
	 Brittany Linn
Mattea Hope Holton Memorial 
Scholarship
	 Jenna Ferguson
Matthew Terry Memorial
	 Brittain Isaacs
Mary E. McGawn Future Teacher  
Scholarship
	 Jenna Ferguson
Olive B. Cole Foundation Scholarship
	 Chloe Long

Olivia Bay Lemings  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Jaden Conard
Paul and Marian Krebs  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Darrian Combs
Schlemmer Scholarship
	 Jenna Ferguson
Terry Schmidt Memorial  
Basketball Scholarship
	 Brittain Isaacs
Waddell Scholarship
	 Chloe Long

WESTVIEW JR.- SR.  
HIGH SCHOOL
Bricker Memorial Scholarship
	 Taylor Eash
Community Scholarship
	 Seth Schrock
Farmwald Scholarship	
	 Karyssa Davis
James Kalb Memorial Scholarship	
	 Derek Miller
Keith and Arline Davis  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Houston Haney
Kerry Wilt Spradlin Memorial 
Scholarship
	 Taylor Eash
Lambright Leadership Scholarship
	 Houston Haney
Lambright Leadership Scholarship
	 Karyssa Davis
L.I.F.E. Scholarship	
	 Karyssa Davis
Lilly Endowment  
Community Scholarship 
	 Norman Miller
Lyle Smith Scholarship
	 Shantelle Etchason

Morgan Hunter  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Logan Lewton
Ned Stump Scholarship
	 Karis Brewer
Olive B. Cole Foundation Scholarship
	 Karyssa Davis
Olive B. Cole Foundation Scholarship
	 Angie Handshoe
Rheinheimer Scholarship
	 Derek Miller
	 Shantelle Etchason 

PRAIRIE HEIGHTS  
HIGH SCHOOL
Amanda Lou Crotts  
Memorial Scholarship
	 Elizabeth Grossman
	 Genesis Reed
Bricker Memorial Scholarship
	 Ty Rowdon
Ellsworth Fanning  
Memorial Scholarship 
	 Kaitlyn Cooper
Howe-Notestine Scholarship
	 Amanda Prough
LaGrange County Farm  
Bureau Co-op Scholarship
	 Kaitlyn Cooper
L.I.F.E. Scholarship
	 Ty Rowdon
Olive B. Cole Foundation 
Scholarship 
	 Ty Rowdon
Peggy Messer Memorial Scholarship
	 Amanda Prough
Prairie Heights Scholarship
	 Kaitlyn Cooper
Prairie Heights Student Council 
Leadership Scholarship
	 Cory Burkholder



COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Helping Students Succeed in Education
We manage more than 50 unique 
scholarship funds on behalf of our donors 
to support a wide range of educational 
goals. Scholarships are awarded in May.

LILLY ENDOWMENT  
COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP 
Providing Opportunities
Each year we have the opportunity to award 
a full-tuition scholarship to a LaGrange 
County graduating high school senior. The 
scholarship emphasizes community service, 
academic achievement and leadership. 
Students must go through an application 
and interview process. The recipient is 
announced in December of each year. 

WESTVIEW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Supporting Scholars
Thanks to a large group of donors, Westview 
graduates are eligible for a one-time 
award of $750 up to two years following 
graduation.

Amount of scholarships awarded

$97,050
Number of scholarships awarded

  114 CLOCKWISE FROM TOP ARE 2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS: 
HUNTER CLAWSON, SUMMER POE, JADEN COARD, JORDAN 
MILLER, TAYLOR EASH, KAITLYN COOPER, KARIS BREWER 
AND MICHAELLA BURCHETT. 
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PROGRAMS & INITIATIVES

2017 COMMUNITY IMPACT  
GRANT AWARDS

Nonprofits improving 
LaGrange Countyt
Each year we award competitive grants from 
our community funds to nonprofits who are 
meeting the needs of residents in LaGrange 
County.  

Helping families thrive  
and get back on their feet 
Agape Missions of LaGrange County
Established in 2014, Agape’s mission is to 
help families who are in need of emergency 
housing. A group of concerned citizens 
purchased a home in LaGrange and began 
renovation. With renovation completed 
in 2017, Agape opened its doors to the 
community. The Agape home, called Brian’s 
House, can accommodate up to three families 
who can stay up to three months while they 
seek a permanent home.

ROOF REPAIR AND 
RENOVATION

$5,360
2017 UNRESTRICTED 

GRANT AWARDS $78,610

ACRES, Inc.				    $1,500

Agape Childcare Ministry		  $3,380

Community Harvest Food Bank	 $5,000

Elijah Haven Crisis Intervention Center             $1,750

Early Childhood Alliance		  $5,000

Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry	 $2,500

Lakeland HS (College Visit Program)	 $2,500

LaGrange Church of God (Night to Shine)          $5,000

Mad Anthonys Children’s Hope House	 $5,000

McMillen Health 			   $5,000

Michiana Public Broadcasting	 $10,000

Otis R. Bowen Center		  $10,000

Reason 4 Hope, Inc. 			                $2,000

Youth for Christ of Northern Indiana	 $7,500



Expanding science education 
for elementary students
Science Central Science 4U Outreach
An exciting mix of traveling labs and 
demonstrations, Science Central takes its show 
on the road to instill confidence in students 
that anyone can do science. The interactive 
workshop motivates students to ask questions, 
solve problems and explore science concepts. 
Science Central brought outreach programs 
to Lima-Brighton, Topeka and Wolcott Mills 
Elementary School, reaching 1,047 students.

Preserving history  
and supporting veterans
Veterans Headstone Project
Jean Fremion-McKibben’s passion for veterans 
and history ensures that LaGrange County 
veterans are honored for their service. A 
number of community volunteers support 
the repair and replacement of damaged 
headstones throughout our county’s 
cemeteries. Jean, with the help of close 
advisors, meticulously researches each 
veteran’s history and shares her findings in the 
local newspaper and online. 

$5,000
MOBILE SCIENCE LABS  
AND DEMONSTRATIONS

REPLACEMENT HEADSTONES  
AT JORDAN CEMETERY

$2,120
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PROGRAMS & INITIATIVES

DESIGNATED FUND  
HIGHLIGHT: MENNO-HOF

Menno-Hof is a nonprofit information center 
in Shipshewana that teaches visitors about 
the faith and life of Amish and Mennonites. 
The late Goldie Lambright established the 
Menno-Hof Fund to support their mission 
as they share the heritage of the Amish and 
Mennonite community of LaGrange County. 
Each year, Menno-Hof receives support 
from LCCF for various needs. In 2017, grant 
funds were used to replace air conditioners, 
upgrade audio/visuals, buy an office copier 
and replace carpet in the children’s area. 

Fund Launched

April 17, 1997
Total Grant Funding Received

$153,830
Years in Operation

30 years 
Number of Visitors

992,622
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OUR DONORS & VOLUNTEERS

MEMORIAL FUNDS 
ESTABLISHED IN 2017

THE E. MARIE DWIGHT 
COMMUNITY FUND

Marie Dwight was a 
compassionate, caring 
individual who was passionate 
about helping others. She was 
involved with Red Hat Society, 
Ruth Circle, Clothes and Food 
Basket, Habitat for Humanity, 
and many others. To honor 
her mother’s legacy of 
volunteerism and community 
service, Marita Dwight-Smith 
established a donor advised 
fund to support programs 
that Marie was so passionate 
about. 

NATALIE KAUFFMAN 
MEMORIAL NURSING 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Natalie Kauffman was a 
vibrant, young woman 
pursuing her nursing degree 
in hope of helping individuals 
suffering from depression.  
After Natalie’s passing, her 
family wanted to honor the 
wonderful, caring person 
she was, help other students 
realize their goal of going to 
nursing school and bring a 
message of hope to anyone 
suffering from depression. 
Natalie’s fund was established 
in her memory.    

FRANKY SHERMAN  
4-H BUILDING FUND

Franky Sherman was known 
for his generosity and desire 
to support the kids in the 
LaGrange County 4-H Program. 
At the 2017 auction, the 4-H 
community pulled together 
to raise over $100,000 for 
the Franky Sherman Fund. 
In honor of his love of the 
4-H program and kids that it 
supports, the funds will be 
used in the construction of a 
new show pavilion at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds.



OUR DONORS & VOLUNTEERS

PHILANTHROPY  
AWARDS

2017 Heart of Gold award  
for Outstanding Service  
to the community

WINNER
Kevin Lambright

FINALISTS
Katie Bowman 
Sharrita Carpenter
Brenda Snyder
Sons of the American Legion
Richard Yoder
Tom Miller
Russell Baker
Mont Arnold
James Norris

Each year we are excited to hear the stories of dedicated volunteers in LaGrange County! We 
received 10 nominations for our 8th annual Heart of Gold award, honoring inspiring volunteers in 
our community. We were honored to award the 2017 Heart of Gold award to Kevin Lambright of 
Shipshewana. Lambright has served for seven years as a member of Parkview LaGrange Hospital’s 
board of directors – for which he is currently the outgoing chairman – and was a founding member 
of the Parkview LaGrange Foundation Advisory Committee, on which he has served for nine years.
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OUR DONORS & VOLUNTEERS

OUR  
DONORS

INDIVIDUAL  
SUPPORTERS
Sarah Ackerman
Kenneth and Vonda Akey
Adam Allen
Kurt and April Alleshouse
Mary Arend
Trinity Arver
Charles Ashcraft
Steven and Robin Aspy
Charles and Mary Backofen
Lauren Banina
Jeffrey and Susan Bassett
Melissa Bateman
Rodney and Karen Bauermeister
Kurt Bachman
Jack and Carolyn Binkley
Patsy Bodenhafer
Amanda Boggess
Wilma Boggess
Anthony and Nichole Bontrager
DeWayne Bontrager
Ronald and JoAnn Bontreger
Alisa Boodt
Stephanie Borger
Trenia Bowen
Esther Gates-Bower
Cory Brown
Frank and Geraldine Brown
John and Allisa Brown
Robert Brownell
Krista Brucker

Martha and Mike Brudney
Amie Burger
Nicole and David Burgess
Jon and Carol Burkhead
Michael Burns
Genevieve Bwititi
Carl and Jacalyn Calhoun
Harry and Stana Castetter
Dorothy Chapman
Elma and Gary Chapman
Scott and Debra Chapman
Angie Chester
Deanna Chrisman
Sonda Yoder
Ervin and Sarah Chupp
Robyn Clark
Mark Claxton
Richard Yoder
Paul and Michelle Coffman
William and Charlette Connelly
Jeff and Betty Conrad
Dawn Cooper
Willard and Maralyn Cooper
Richard Corns
Sara Coulston
Becky Crotts
Jean Crouse
Don and Monica Crum
Connie and Harold Cummins
Gayle Daning
Cameron Dark
Rev. Kevin and Dr. Dekoninck
Karlee Demoss

Justin and Sheila Diehl
Julie and Mark Diehm
Vicki Domer
Angela Dowell
Judy Dowen
Mahlon Dunkel
Marita Dwight-Smith
Janet Eagleson
Heather Eash
Wilbur and Diana Eash
Charlotte and Ray Edsell
Derek Eggers
Edgar and Jacqueline Evans
Edgar and Sara Evans
Martha Evans
Richard Evans
C. Lynn Tracey
Robert and Sandra Fanning
Steve and Darlene Fanning
Maralyn and Daniel Faulkner
Ken Weaver
Pat and Stephen Fisher
Samuel Flood
Thomas and Laura Fortman
Charla Fought
Richard and Gloria Fought
Karen Fox
Sharon Franks
Gary and Trish Furlow
Tracy and Gene Gall
Malinda and Farris Gamble
Steven and Ashley Garbacz
Linda Gilchrist



O.T. and Sally Gillespie
Bradley and Michel Gilliland
Brent Gilliland
Harold and Janice Gingerich
John and Barbara Gingerich
Jeremy and Wendy Glick
Rae and Ronald Gonterman
Tim Grate
John and Sharon Graybill
Suzanne Gredone
Andy Green
Marilyn Grossman
Kalli and Benjamin Gulley
Dave and Sally Hall
Jerry and Judy Hall
Eric and Laura Hartman
Fredrick and Barbara Hartz
Heather Heal
Loren and Valerie Heinlen
Cheryl Heller
Marvin and Carolyn Heller
Robert and Jean Heller
Beth and Craig Helman
Mary Kay Helmkamp
Jeff Helmuth
Garry and Pamela Henney
Russell and Ardala Hepler
Henry Herschberger
Michael and Deborah Hervey
James Hess
Ronald and Judy Hess
Kaleen and Mike Hetrick
Barbara and James Hochstetler
Chad and Kristy Hochstetler
Lonnie and Shirley Hochstetler
Pete and Monica Hochstetler
Jody and Terry Holsinger
Kathy Holton
Kathy Hopper

Dianne and Phil Hostetler
Donald Hostetler
Mervin and Margaret Hostetler
Michael and Julie Hostetler
Ron Hostetler
Mark and Lisa Howe
Tim Hudson
Jaime Huyvaert
Kent and Ruth Ihrie
Bradley Ingram
Phil and Keri Jacobs
Samantha Jacobs
Thomas and Doris Johns
Sherri and Todd Johnston
Karen Joyce
Randall Juergensen
Alanna Kauffman
Johnnie and Kristine Kauffman
Karen and David Kauffman
Nathan Kauffman
Robert and Debra Kauffman
Ronald and Jane Kauffman
Jama and Kerry Keaffaber
Trisha Keeler
Sue Keenan
Corey and Pamela Keeslar
Jim and Leslie Keeslar
Jon and Marjorie Keever
Edward and Judith Keil
Robert and Lee Keller
Cheryl Kellett
Larry and Cheryl Kellett
Deborah Kennedy
Joan Ann Kennedy
Cindy Kilgore
Mary Kimpel
James and Teila Klein
Nichol Klimaszewski
Robert and Kathy Krock

Ryne Krock
John Kurtz
Loyd and Tammie Lalone
Kevin and Carrie Lambright
Mary and Denny Lambright
Beverly Leach
Penny and Todd Leatherman
Todd Leighty
Crystal and Robert Leu
Dan and Robin Levitz Jr
Ronald and Debra 
Linstromberg
Glen and Pat Litke
Eric Maginn
Carol and Robert Malin
Phil and Margaret Malone
Mycal Mansfield
Keith and Doreen Lambright
Brook and Cindy Martin
Robert and Amy Martin
Ronald Martin
Jay Mast
Mary McCormick
LaVera and Don McCoy
James and Patricia McFadden
Kim McKibben
Alan and Mary McMaken
Michael and Nel McNamara
Barbara and Keith Menz
Glenn and Eva Merkel
Marcia Middlebrooks
Galen Miller
Ashley Miller
Claudia Miller
Floyd Miller
Glen Miller
Ida Miller
Joe and Nikki Miller
Lavon and Gretchen Miller
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OUR DONORS & VOLUNTEERS

OUR  
DONORS

INDIVIDUAL  
SUPPORTERS
Melvin and Bonita Miller
Pamela Miller
Stephanie Miller
Steven and Judith Miller
James and Karen Milliman
Shaleen Moriarity
Alicia Moyer
Sonia Muckel
John and Carla Mullen
Kenneth and Liz Mullett
Gary and Jackie Myers
Amy and Timothy Newby
Donald Newcomer
Gene and Gwendolyn Newcomer
Craig and Mary Nowicki
Jeremy and Cecilia Nuzum
Jan and Steven Olinger
Robert and Joy Olry
Tim and Barbara Orman
Tyler and Alexandra Osenbaugh
Mark and Laura 
O’Shaughnessey
Deborah Overcash
Cheryl Parsons
Dorothy Pearson
Larry and Coralu Pearson
Jayne and Todd Perkins
Miles and Judith Perkins
Norman and Julie Pfafman
Sandra Pfenning

Phoebe Pletcher
Michael Plonski
James and Karen Post
Melissa Post
Gregory and Sandra Rasler
Shirley Rathke
Dana Reed
John and Sue Anne Reed
Melissa Reed
Scott and Dana Reed
Karesa and Aaron Reynolds
Duane and Heide Rheinheimer
Phil and Catherine Riecke
Robert and Sandra Riegsecker
Nancy Riley
Shannon and Stephanie Roth
Stephen Russell
Thomas and Nancy Sarosi
Michelle Schmidt
Wilbur and Mary Emma Schmidt
Barbara and Gregory Schrock
Mary Schrock
Kimberly Schroeder
Carl and Denise Scott
Thelma Scott
Sherry Severson
Rhonda and Eric Sharp
Laurie and Steve Sherck
Rick and Lou Ann Sherck
Beth and Richard Sherman
Kathy Sherman
Michael Sherman
Kathy and Ken Sherry

Gloria Sherwood
Amy Shingleton
Lamar and Lisa Shrock
Dorothy Shull Pepple
Brian and Laura Shull
Mark and Sharon Simmons
Bob and Shannon Smith
Mim Smith
Richard and Bobby Smith
Stephanie Smith
David and Becky Spencer
Mary Kilgore
Ashley Sprunger
Clay and Marna Stahlka
Keith and Linda Stanton
Kurt and Wendy Stump
Nancy Stump
Fay Sturtz
Maggie Suits
Shannon Summers
Aaron Talmage
Raymond and Judy Teders
Guy Thompson
Hannah Thompson
Paul and Marie Thompson
Ryan Thwaits
Laurie Miller
Kent and Joy Tracey
Charles and Debra Troyer
Thomas and Jennifer Tuttle
Gabriela Valentin
Geralynn Vonderhaar
David and Lindsay Weaver



Dale Wentworth
Lorelei White
Jeffrey and Jennifer Wible
Jeannine and Norman Wildey
Rick Williams
Jared and Ashley Winteregg
Penny White
Joe and Nicole Wolfcale
Adam and Ashley Wolford
Kelsey Wood
Adam and Kimberly Yoder
Alvin Yoder
Henry and Treva Yoder
Kent Yoder
Marlin and Helen Yoder
Pete and Rose Yoder
Richard and Sharon Yoder
Robert and Cori Yoder
Ron Yoder
Randall and Rebecca Sue Younce
Pat and Kathy Young
Sherrie Young
David Yunker
Gary and Linda Zehr
Bob and Sharon Zehr
Glenn Zehr
Michael and Suzanne Zehr
Peggy Zehr

BUSINESS  
SUPPORTERS
1st Response Fleet Service LLC
Ace Hardware of Topeka
AG One Agency
All That Jazz
American Online Giving 
Foundation, Inc.
Ban Transit LLC
Bob-O-Lou Farms

Cole Foundation
Cole YMCA
Cover Crop Services LLC
Dekko Foundation
Ditzy Divas
Dunbrokus Ranch LLC
E & S Sales
Emerick, Diggins, & Zabona 
Exchange Publishing 
Corporation
F.B.I. Farms, Inc.
Farmers State Bank
Fort Wayne Radiology 
Association, LLC
Frurip-May Funeral Home
Fun Filled Vacations
Heron Creek Golf Course
Howe United Methodist 
Church
Independent Colleges of Indiana
Instant Rain Irrigation, LLC
Interra Credit Union-Goshen
JP Equipment
Klopfenstein Farms LLC
Klopfenstein Tree Service
LaG. Publishing Company
LaGrange County Economic 
Development Corp.
LaGrange De Lafayette 
Chapter NSDAR
Lahr Family
Lake Area Veterinary Group
Lake City Bank - Warsaw
LaGrange County 4-H Auction
LaGrange County 4-H Fair 
Assoc.
LaGrange County Treasurer
LaGrange Communities Youth 
Centers
Lennard AG Company

Maple Grove Church
Milford Township Trustee
Mt. Zion Lutheran
Muscle & Dermatherapy 
Center
National Fish & Wildlife 
Federation
Network for Good
Nick’s Flying Service
Noble County Disposal
Parkview Health
Parkview LaGrange Hospital
Peggy Messer PH Alumni 
Softball Tournament
Pepsico Foundation
Pete’s Construction Inc.
Pilgrim’s Computer Service
Pretty Prairie Farms
Quality Floor Care
Questa Foundation  
for Education
REM Industries Inc.
S & H Metal Products
Steuben County Community 
Foundation
Sherman Farms Ag
Shipshe Automotive Service Inc.
Shipshewana Auction/Flea 
Market
Sons of American Legion - 
Post #215
Spine Align, Inc.
Shipshewana Retail Merchants 
Association
Topeka United Methodist 
Church
Westview High School
Westview School Corp
Whitetails Unlimited, Inc.
Young Family Farms
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THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE LAGRANGE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

2017 BOARD, STAFF
& ADVISORY COMMITTEES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
George Brown
Board President
Executive Officer

Crystal Leu
Vice President
Executive Officer

Jan Olinger
Treasurer
Executive Officer

Sue Keenan
Secretary
Executive Officer

Tony Bontrager
Director

Ron Hostetler
Director

Carlos Olivares
Director 

Jordi Disler
Director

Neal Wolheter
Director

Randy Fry
Director

LCCF STAFF
Jennifer Tuttle
Executive Director

Octavia Yoder
Program Officer

Jama Keaffaber
Development Director

Robin Levitz
Financial Officer

GRANTS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
Lynn Bowen 
Grants Committee Chair

Alice Bremer

Eugene Bontrager

Ron Hostetler

Neal Wolheter

AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Chuck Christner, CPA 
Audit Committee Chair

George Brown

Crystal Leu

Jan Olinger

Sue Keenan

INVESTMENT  
COMMITTEE 
Charlie Ashcraft

Mahlon Bontrager

George Brown

Bill Connelly

Bob Fanning

Dennis Kratz

Jeff Wible



THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE LAGRANGE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

2017 SCHOLARSHIP ADVISORY  
COMMITTEE

Kayla Robertson 
Lakeland High School

Joy Ross
Lakeland High School

Jason Schackow
Lakeland High School

Amanda Jansen
Westview High School

Ericy Yordy
Guidance Counselor
Westview High School

Brittney Scori
Purdue Extension Educator

Fenway Park
Erskine Green Training Insitute

James Hess
IPFW Adjunct Professor

Miriam Wismer
LaGrange Communities  
Youth Centers, Inc. 

Community Volunteers
Ardala Hepler
Margaret Damer
Noreta Bergstrom
Jo Engber
Carl Lazzaro
Judith Wilson
Nancy Teagarden

Russell Hepler
Kris Dickinson
Arlene Lazzaro
Jim Keeslar
Galen Peters 

THE SCHOLARSHIP ADVISORY COMMITTEE is a group of volunteers who help review scholarship 
applications in March and April. We cannot thank them enough for the countless hours they spend 
reading essays and reviewing applications. Their support allows us to award funds to students 
pursuing higher education. 

In front, from left, are 2017 scholarship recipients from Westview Jr. 
- Sr. High School: Angie Handshoe, Shantelle Etchason, Karis Brewer, 
Derek Miller, Karyssa Davis and Norman Miller. In back, from left, are 
Logan Lewton, Seth Schrock, Houston Haney, Taylor Eash and Jordan 
Miller. 
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GROWING GOOD

FINANCIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

GRANTMAKING BY PROGRAM AREA
With the support of you, our donors, the 
LaGrange County Community Foundation was 
able to grant more than $480,000 back to our 
community. Our goal is to identify programs 
that benefit LaGrange County residents and 

assist organizations to fulfill those needs. Each 
grant signifies a specific program area such 
as health and human services and lifelong 
education.  Based on donor advisement, 
grant committee recommendation and board 
evaluation, LCCF strives to support the needs 
of our community.

25%
EDUCATION

1%
RECREATION & 
ENVIRONMENT

16%
COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

35%
HEALTH & 

HUMAN SERVICES

4%
ARTS & CULTURE

20%
SCHOLARSHIPS 

TOTAL

$488,625
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 2013		           2014		            2015		          2016		        2017

12.4
$13.5

$16.6

$14.3
$13.6

The stewardship of community assets is a critical responsibility of the Board of Directors. 
Our investment philosophy is to preserve the power of assets entrusted to our care. 
Philanthropic dollars should provide as much service 100 years from now as they do 
today. Investment and distribution decisions are made with that goal in mind.

22

FINANCIALS

FINANCIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

TOTAL ASSETS 

$16.6
Million

FUNDS HELD 

165



FINANCIALS

ASSETS 2017 2016

Cash and cash equivalents 653,419 345,536

Investments 15,538,493 13,778,463

Note receivable 204,277 217,873

Property and eqipment, net 171,961 -

Other assets 6,845 6,102

Total assets $16,574,995 $14,347,974 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Accounts and other payables 105,745 39,700

Funds held for others 191,463 164,865

Total liabilities 297,208  204,565 

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted  6,328,317 5,557,774

Temporarily restricted 3,432,149 2,239,337

Permanently restricted 6,517,321 6,346,298

Total net assets 16,277,787 14,143,409

  TOTAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES $16,574,995 $14,347,974 

The LaGrange County Community Foundation engages an independent firm to conduct an annual audit 
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and it involves an examination of the 
financial records, accounts, business transactions, accounting practices and internal controls.
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LAGRANGE 
COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
LCCF@LCCF.NET
T. 260.463.4363
109 E. CENTRAL 
AVENUE, SUITE 3
LAGRANGE, IN 
46761

www.lccf.net

Our mission is to inspire and sustain generosity, 
leadership, and service in LaGrange County.


